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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 16 
November 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that Figures 4A-4C 
are alternative views of the embodiment of Figure 3. This is not found persuasive 
because Figures 4A-4C are alternative embodiments of the spline member of the stile of 
Figure 3. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claims 1-5, 14-17, and 30-32 have been examined in this Office Action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-5 and 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by 2002/0121071 A1 to Heung-Bin. 
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Claim 1: 

Heung-Bin discloses edge construction for a door, the door having a first 
edge and a second edge (left and right edges of doors in Fig. 3), the edge 
construction comprising: 

a first straight edge member (10, Fig. 1 ) forming a permanent (11, Fig.1) 
part of said door, and 

a second straight member (20, Fig.1) disposed adjacent and exterior to 
one of the first (exterior the first edge, Fig.1) or second edges of said door, the 
second straight member being removably attached (tongue and groove, Fig.1) to 
said first member, 

whereby said second member may be readily removed from said door and 
replaced with a member similar to said member, (this is a recitation of intended 
use of the second member and does not provide further structure to the second 
member/door) 

Claim 2: 

Heung-Bin discloses edge construction of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second members are of the same length (extend the length of the door edge, 
Fig.3). 



Claim 3: 
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Heung-Bin discloses edge construction of claim 1 wherein said first and 
second members are coupled together by a tongue and groove connection 
(20c,20g,10a,10b, Fig. 2) extending along their lengths. 

Claim 4: 

Heung-Bin discloses edge construction of claim 1 further comprising a 
cover (30, Fig.2) having outer edges (narrow outer edges of 30, Fig. 2), said 
cover disposed over at least part of an outer surface (20e, Fig.2) of said second 
member. 

Claim 5: 

Heung-Bin discloses edge construction of claim 4 wherein said cover is 
removable from said member (the strip goes into the groove and may be adhered 
for an improved sealing effect). 

Claim 31: 

Heung-Bin discloses edge construction of claim 1, further comprising a 
third straight member (door edge opposite 10,20, Fig. 3), wherein the second 
straight member is disposed adjacent and exterior to the first edge and the third 
straight member is disposed adjacent and exterior to the second edge (the door 
edge opposite 10,20, Fig. 3, is located adjacent and exterior the second edge of 
the door) of the door. 

Claim 30: 

Heung-Bin discloses an edge construction for a door, the door having a 
hinged edge and a free edge, the edge construction comprising: 
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a first straight member forming a permanent part of said door (10, Fig. 1 ), 

a second straight member (20, Fig.1) disposed adjacent the free edge of 
said door and removably attached (tongue and groove connection, Fig.1) to said 
first member, 

whereby said second straight member may be readily removed from said 
door and replaced with a member similar to said second member, (this is a 
recitation of intended use of the second member and does not provide further 
structure to the second member/door). 

Claim 14 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US 6,643,991 B1 to Moyes. 

Claim 14: 

Moyes discloses in a rectangular door (Fig.1) having vertical and 
horizontal edges, an edge construction for a vertical edge of said door 
comprising: 

a longitudinal groove (305, Fig.5B) formed in an outer surface of said 
vertical edge (305’, Fig.5B), 

a separate stile member (302, Fig. 5B) disposed adjacent and exterior to 
the vertical edge of said door and having a length substantially the same as said 
vertical edge and having a longitudinal spline (304, Fig.5B) formed along one 
surface thereof, 
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said spline mating with said groove in said vertical edge to form a tongue- 
and-groove (Fig.5B) coupling between said vertical edge and said separate stile 
member, and 

a cover member (310, Fig.5B) over an extension surface of said stile 
member. 

Claim 32: 

Moyes discloses the edge construction of claim 14, wherein the 
rectangular door has a second vertical edge (vertical member opposite 302, 
Fig.5B) with a groove therein and a second stile member with a spline formed 
along a surface thereof, wherein the spline is in mating cooperation with the 
groove of said second vertical edge (opposite stile member has same 
construction as 302, Fig.5B) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6,643,991 B1 to Moyes in view of US 2002/0124497 A1 to Fortin et al. 



Claim 15: 




Application/Control Number: 10/686,325 
Art Unit: 3635 



Page 7 



Moyes discloses the door edge construction of claim 14 but does not 
disclose a removable fastening means releasably securing said stile member to 
said vertical edge. 

Fortin et al. discloses a removable fastening means (52, Fig. 2) releasably 
securing said stile member to said vertical edge. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have fastened the stile to the vertical edge by means of a 
releasable fastener such as a screw taught by Fortin et al. Using a screw to 
secure a stile in place of or in addition to the adhesive used in the door of Moyes 
will increase the structural integrity of the door. Using mechanical fasteners to 
secure stiles to cores is notoriously well known in the art. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 6,643,991 B1 to Moyes in view of US 3,271,919 to Olton. 

Claim 16: 

Moyes discloses the door edge construction of claim 14 but does not 
discloses wherein said cover member is formed of a resilient material shaped to 
conform to outer contour of said stile member. 

Olton discloses said cover member is formed of a resilient material 
(Column 5, lines 70-74) shaped to conform (Column 2, lines 70-72) to the outer 
contour of said stile member. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have formed the cover member out of a resilient material 
taught by Olton in order to allow the cover member to engage with stile members 
of different shapes and to better protect the stile members. A cover member that 
conforms to the shape of the stile will be more securely attached to the stile 
member. 

Claim 17: 

Moyes in view of Olton discloses the door edge construction of claim 16, 
Olton also discloses said cover member (14, Fig. 3) is formed with inwardly 
extending flanges (20,21, Fig. 3) along its outer edges, and the stile member has 
longitudinal slots (28,29, Fig. 3) on either side thereof adapted to receive said 
flanges. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ryan D. Kwiecinski whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5160. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8 am 
to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571)272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 




Application/Control Number: 10/686,325 
Art Unit: 3635 



Page 9 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RDK 






